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Egg  prices  in  1959  made  about 
the  usual  seasonal  increase  from  the 
low  levels  of  May  and  June.  But  the 
initial  level  was  so  low  that  even  at 
their  fall  peak,  prices  were  sharply 
below  a  year  earlier.  In  the  first  two 
weeks  of  1960,  average  egg  prices 
showed  no  increase  from  the  levels 


of  the  last  2  or  3  months  of  1959, 
and  fell  below  the  same  period  of 
1959  by  more  than  5 cents  per  dozen. 
This  difference  is  likely  to  be  wiped 
out  by  spring,  since  egg  prices  in  the 
second  quarter  of  this  year  are  not 
likely  to  repeat  the  abrupt  decline  of 
last  spring. 
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SUMMARY 


Broiler  and  turkey  prices  at  the  beginning  of  1960 
were  notably  higher  than  average  prices  for  those 
commodities  during  most  of  1959,  but  egg  prices 
were  weak,  and  drifting  downward  under  pressure  of 
seasonally  increasing  supplies.  The  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  announced  a  resumption  of  the  pur- 
chase program  for  dried  egg  solids.  Initial  purchases 
of  about  225  thousand  pounds  were  made  in  the  second 
week  of  January. 

The  recent  prices  and  the  generally  disappointing 
1959  experiences  of  egg  producers  are  likely  to  lead 
to  a  reduced  hatch  of  replacement  chicks  this  spring, 
and  to  some  recovery  in  egg  prices  as  the  year  pro- 
gresses into  summer  and  fall.  Hatchings  of  replace- 
ment chicks  in  recent  months  have  been  below  the 
year  before  -  in  December,  by  30  percent,  January  1 
eggs  in  incubators  were  26  percent  below  last  year. 
If  hatchery  output  continues  below  last  year,  spring- 
time demand  for  eggs  for  storage  will  be  encougaged. 
Prices  after  mid-spring  are  likely  to  exceed  year- 
earlier  levels,  even  before  the  reductions  in  the 
hatch  are  fully  reflected  in  the  size  of  the  national 
laying  flock. 


Monthly  production  of  eggs,  though  increasing  sea- 
sonally, fell  below  a  year  earlier  in  the  last  three 
months  of  1959,  and  is  likely  to  remain  lower  in  all 
of  1960,  The  January  1  number  of  layers  -  315  million - 
was  4  percent  below  last  January  1,  the  decline 
slightly  more  than  offsetting  the  increase  of  almost 
4  percent  for  the  same  date  in  rate  of  lay  per  bird. 

Broiler  prices  rose  sharply  early  in  December, 
and  the  mid-month  average  of  17.6  cents  per  pound 
was  the  highest  in  15  months.  Despite  a  decline  from 
the  December  peaks,  prices  in  early  January  remained 
higher  than  in  most  of  1959.  Settings  of  broiler-type 
eggs  in  incubators  in  recent  weeks  have  turned  up- 
ward from  last  year,  reversing  an  8-month  trend. 
Through  February,  however,  broiler  marketings  will 
continue  below  last  year. 

Turkey  prices  to  farmers  in  mid-December  were 
the  highest  since  early  1956,  and  markets  have  been 
steady  since  then.  Hatchings  —  particularly  for  heavy 
breed  white  turkeys  —  have  responded  to  these  prices, 
and  the  1960  crop  is  likely  to  exceed  the  1959  record 
of  82  million  birds. 
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REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 


Fewer  Replacement  Chicks  Hatched 

Hatchery  operations  in  the  past  few  mon±s,  though 
seasonally  small,  have  tended  to  substantiate  the 
expectation  that  the  1960  hatch  of  replacement  chicks 
will  be  smaller  than  1959.  (Table  5.)  Except  for  1957, 
the  401  million  chickens  raised  (excluding  broilers) 
in  1959  were  the  fewest  since  estimates  were  begun 
in  1909,  The  survey  of  farmers'  i960  intentions  to 
raise  chickens  will  be  reported  in  the  February 
Crop  Report. 

The  egg-feed  price  ratio,  which  in  the  past  has 
served  as  a  predictor  of  the  hatch,  has  been  below  the 
year  before  throughout  1959,  While  the  ratio  may 
rise  to  year-ago  levels  about  mid-spring,  the  re- 
duction in  hatchings  by  then  is  unlikely  to  be  offset 
by  possible  increases  later  in  the  year. 

Hatchings  of  egg-type  chicks  before  January  1 
were  consistently  below  last  year.  This  suggests 
that  the  cuts  will  be  continued  in  early  1960.  October, 
November,  and  December  hatchings  of  egg- type  chicks 
were  respectively  15,  17,  and  30  percent  below  1958. 
January  1  eggs  in  incubators  were  26  percent  fewer 
than  last  year. 

The  distribution  of  these  cuts  was  relatively  uniform 
by  regions.  All  of  the  9  regions  participated  in  the 
December  decrease  in  replacement  chicks  hatched. 
Cuts  were  sharpest  in  the  Northeast  and  South.  Also, 
all  of  the  9  regions  shared  in  the  Janusury  1  decrease 
in  eggs  in  incubators.  Again,  the  cuts  were  sharpest 
in  the  Northeast  and  South. 

These  recent  percentage  cuts  in  hatchings  are  prob- 
ably sharper  tlian  will  be  sustained  as  an  average  for 
the  season.  But  they  are  a  strong  indication  for  a  cut 
for  the  year  as  a  whole. 


Monthly  Egg  Production  To 
Continue  Below  Year  Before 

Since  October,  monthly  egg  production  in  the 
United  States  has  been  below  the  year  before  (table  6), 
and  it  is  likely  to  continue  below  last  year  throughout 
1960.  1/  This  is  expected  because  of  the  decline 
from  last  year  in  the  size  of  the  national  laying 
flock.  Rates  of  lay  per  hen  are  unlikely  to  increase 
enough  to  offset  the  reduction  in  the  flock.  In  fact, 
the  rate  of  lay  in  November  and  early  December  was 
lower  than  at  the  sjune  time  a  year  earlier. 

As  of  January  1,  1960,  the  national  laying  flock  was 
315  million  birds,  4  percent  fewer  than  a  year  earlier. 
The  number  of  pullets  not  yet  of  laying  age  -  29  mil- 
lion -  was  20  percent  below  last  year.  These  cuts  re- 
sulted from  the  7  percent  fewer  chickens  raised  for 
laying  flock  replacement  in  1959  than  in  1958.  They 
indicate  that  the  flock  will  continue  smaller  than  last 
year,  at  least  until  early  fall.  After  that,  the  size  of 
the  laying  flock  will  be  increasingly  influenced  by  the 
number  of  chicks  hatched  this  spring.  Since  the  hatch 
is  likely  to  be  below  1959  (see  following  section  of 


this  report)  the  flock  probably  will  continue  smaller 
than  in  1959  throughout  1960. 

Ordinarily,  in  all  months  except  during  the  spring- 
time flush,  a  moderate  cut  in  numbers  of  layers  would 
be  offset  by  increases  in  rate  of  lay.  But  in  November, 
the  rate  of  lay  per  bird  was  lower  than  a  year  earlier, 
and  the  recovery  in  December  was  attributed  to  mild 
weather,  suggesting  that  normal  expectations  from  the 
current  flock  is  for  a  rate  of  lay  no  higher  than  last 
year,  A  factor  in  this  is  ±e  high  proportion  of  hens  in 
the  current  flock.  Adult  hens  in  their  second  year  of 
lay  are  less  productive  than  pullet  flocks.  On  October  1, 
1959,  the  laying  flock  was  52  percent  hens,  48  percent 
pullets,  compared  v»ith  a  49:51  ratio  a  year  before 
that.  The  hen-pullet  composition  of  the  January  1, 1960 
laying  flock  will  be  reported  in  a  February  release 
covering  January  1  numbers  of  livestock  on  farms. 


Storage  Demand  A  Key  To 
Egg  Prices  During  Spring 

The  seasonal  increase  of  storage  and  breaking 
demand  will  temper  the  price  effects  of  the  sea- 
sonally increasing  supplies  for  the  next  few  months. 
Egg  production  next  fall  is  likely  to  continue  lower 
than  the  year  before,  and  prospects  point  to  a 
seasonal  rise  in  prices.  This  expectation  will  tend 
to  encourage  storage  of  eggs  in  the  spring,  both  in 
the  shell  and  frozen,  even  though  profits  from  storage 
operations  in  1959  were  disappointing.  If  storage 
demand  this  spring  develops  favorably,  it  would 
support  egg  prices  at  that  time.  Thus  ±e  prospects  for 
a  smaller  flock  and  reduced  production  later  in  the 
year  would  strengtiien  prices  before  the  reduction  in 
output  actually  occurs. 

Eggs  stored  in  the  spring  of  1959  and  held  for  the 
full  season  generally  did  not  move  out  of  storage  at 
prices  that  allowed  a  speculative  profit.  Particularly 
for  shell  eggs  held  into  November  and  December,  the 
value  after  storage  was  often  less  than  the  into- 
storage  costs  plus  handling  charges.  For  frozen  egg 
products,  table  3  shows  that  the  increase  in  prices 
from  the  season  low  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  mostly 
very  gradual,  and  for  some  items  even  failed  to 
materialize  in  any  significant  degree.  For  mixed  whole 
egg  recent  prices  have  been  even  lower  than  during 
most  months  of  1959, 

Present  storage  stocks  of  both  shell  and  frozen  eggs 
are  larger  than  at  this  time  last  year.  (Tables  2  and  4.) 
Percentagewise,  the  increases  are  quite  large  -  on 
January  1,  about  260  and  37  percent  respectively.  How- 
ever, tiese  percentages  are  based  on  seasonally  low 
stocks,  and  die  comparisons  are  less  significant  than 


1/  Although  production  on  farms  has  been  down, 
weekly  receipts  of  eggs  by  large  handlers  in  recent 
months  has  continued  above  the  year  before.  See 
tables  7  and  8, 
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similar  computations  based  on  peak  holdings.  As  per- 
centages of  the  peak  first-of-month  stocks  reported 
during  1959,  the  increases  in  Januairy  1  stocks  over  a 
year  earlier  were  only  13  and  14  percent,  respectively. 


Egg  Prices  Steady  In 
Last  3  Months  of  1959 

Average  egg  prices  were  almost  steady  in  the  last 
3  months  of  1959,  at  a  level  slightly  lower  than  the 
fall  peak  of  32,8  cents  per  dozen  reached  in  mid- 
September.  The  mid -December  average  price  re- 
ceived by  farmers  was  30,7  cents  per  dozen,  6.3  cents 
below  December  1958.  (Table  1.) 

Egg  prices  well  into  the  spring  are  likely  to  hold 
fairly  steady  and  to  average  slightly  below  those  of 
the  last  month  or  two.  Production  will  rise  sea- 
sonally until  early  spring,  but  part  of  ±e  increased 
output  will,  as  usual,  be  stored.  For  the  remainder 
of  the  first  quarter  of  1960  egg  prices  are  likely  to 
continue  below  1959,  when  the  January-March  average 
was  35.4  cents  per  dozen,  but  prices  in  the  second 
quarter  are  likely  to  be  above  the  low  figures  of  last 
year.  The  April-June  1959  average  was  26.0  cents 
per  dozen. 

The  stability  in  the  average  prices  the  last  few 
months  obscures  the  considerable  variation  that  oc- 
curred in  the  prices  of  particular  grades  (table  1). 
The  daily  range  of  wholesale  prices  of  large  nearby 
white  eggs  in  New  York  City,  for  example,  dropped 
from  a  peak  of  53-57  cents  per  dozen  in  the  week  of 
September  21  to  34-38  cents  in  the  middle  of  the 
following  month.  (These  prices  are  in  each  instance 
the  daily  range  of  U.S.D.A.  quotations).  On  January  11, 
this  grade  was  quoted  at  30  1/2-34  1/2  cents  per 
dozen. 

Prices  of  high-quality  large  midwestem  eggs  showed 
about  the  same  amount  of  variation  in  Chicage  as 
in  New  York.  From  September  1,  1959  to  the  end  of 
December,  the  range  of  top  wholesale  quotations  for 
large  white  eggs  (60-79  percent  A's)  in  Chicago  was 
from  45  1/2  cents  per  dozen  on  September  24  to 
26  1/2-27  1/2  cents  on  thelastdayof  the  year.  Prices 
for  Grade  A  large  eggs  to  Iowa  producers  meanwhile 
varied  within  the  range  of  38-40  cents  (late  September) 
to  21-23  cents  (late  November). 

Pacific  Coast  prices  during  September-December 
were  sometimes  higher  than  in  the  rest  of  the  country, 
although  differences  in  the  bases  of  the  quotations 
in  different  markets  make  direct  comparisons  diffi- 
cult. Pacific  Coast  quotations  are  on  the  basis  of 
delivered  prices  to  retailers.  Those  for  Los  Angeles 
cover  only  cartoned  eggs.  Prices  for  eggs  delivered 
to  retailers  in  San  Francisco  are  indicated  in  table  1. 

The  prices  of  medium  eggs  have  declined  less  since 
early  fall  than  the  prices  of  Isirge  eggs,  because  the 
proportion  of  medium  eggs  in  the  total  supply  has 
declined.  Prices  for  large  eggs  were  about  at  their 
seasonal  peak  in  September. 

The  regional  differences  in  terminal  market  egg 
prices  are  largely  reflected  in  prices  received  by 


farmers  in  adjacen:  production  areas.  However,  an 
exact  comparison  of  prices  to  producers  is  compli- 
cated by  variations  in  who  performs  such  practices 
as  cleaning  and  sorting,  and  in  degrees  of  quality 
maintenance  on  the  farm,  and  by  differences  in  ar- 
rangements concerning  cost  of  cases,  and  pickup. 
On  account  of  differences  in  husbandry  and  handling 
practices,  the  norms  of  egg  quality  vary  among  pro 
ducing  areas  -  for  example,  the  quality  of  the  general 
run  of  eggs  marketed  on  the  Pacific  Coast  is  thought 
to  be  among  the  highest  in  the  United  States.  There- 
fore, precise  comparisons  of  producers'  prices  cannot 
be  made  directly  from  the  data  at  hand,  but  country- 
point  quotations  for  eggs  in  late  December  were 
nearly  the  same  in  up-State  New  York  and  in  California 
interior  points,  while  corresponding  mid-Western 
quotations  were,  as  is  normal,  appreciably  lower. 


USDA  Resumes  Purchase  of 
Dried  Whole  Egg  Solids 

On  December  28  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
announced  resumption  of  purchases  of  dried  whole  egg 
solids  as  a  means  of  stabilizing  egg  prices  to  pro- 
ducers. The  program  was  terminated  last  September 
when  egg  prices  had  achieved  some  seasonal  rise.  In 
recent  weeks  prices  to  producers  have  fallen  to  rela- 
tively low  levels. 

Purchases  will  be  made  with  Section  32  surplus  re- 
moval funds.  The  product  bought  will  be  made  avail- 
able to  State  agencies  for  distribution  to  the  school 
lunch  program  and  to  needy  persons. 

First  offerings  under  the  program  were  due  Tuesday, 
January  12,  and  initial  pur  '"qses  of  about  225  thousand 
pounds  were  made  at  prices  ^etween  $,988  and  $1,028 
per  pound.  Additional  offers  of  sale  will  be  considered 
weekly  until  further  notice.  The  quantities  to  be  bought 
weekly  will  depend  on  offering  prices  in  relation  to 
prevailing  producer  prices.  The  duration  of  the  pur- 
chase program  will  depend  on  general  market  demands 
as  reflected  in  prevailing  prices  to  farmers  in  the 
weeks  ahead. 


Broiler  Prices 

Recovered  in  December 

Broiler  prices  picked  up  sharply  on  the  last  day  of 
November  and  in  early  December,  and  have  held  suf- 
ficient 0  f  those  gains  so  that  in  early  January  they 
remained  higher  than  during  most  of  1959.  Based  on 
earlier  chick  placements,  marketings  have  been  below 
the  year  before  for  some  months,  and  will  continue 
so  through  February. 


The  mid-December  U,  S.  average  price  for  broilers 
was  17,6  cents  per  pound.  This  was -by  a  small  margin 
-  the  highest  mid-month  price  reported  in  1959,  and 
was  considerably  above  the  15.1  cents  for  December 
1958  ,  (Table  10.)  During  the  middle  of  December, 
"mostly"  prices  at  farms  in  DelMarVa  and  Georgia 
were20.5-20.9  and  18  cents  respectively,  Alihough 
they  later  receded  somewhat,  a  recovery  in  the  second 
week  of  January  restored  prices  to  mostly  18,50-18,90 
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in  DelMarVa  and  mostly  above  18  cents  on  the  Georgia 
Auction.  At  this  level  they  probably  are  high  enough  to 
induce  some  expansion  in  production^ 

For  the  last  34  weeks  of  1959,  weekly  hatchings  of 
broiler  chicks  had  been  below  1958,  generally  about 
6  percent.  But,  on  the  heels  of  the  broiler  price  in- 
crease, settings  of  eggs  in  incubators  moved  upward  in 
the  middle  of  December,  and  in  the  two  latest  weeks 
available  (to  January  9)  were  both  6  percent  above  the 
year  before.  Chicks  hatched  from  these  eggs  will  be 
ready  for  market  about  mid-March, 

In  view  of  the  24  percent  cut  from  last  year  in  the 
amount  of  female  broiler  breeder  stock  sold  in  the 
United  States  since  May  by  leading  producers  (table  12), 
a  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  eggs  set  will  be 
difficult  to  accomplish,  requiring  premium  prices  to 
draw  out  hatching  egg  supply,  and  more  lenient  weight 
standards  for  the  eggs  to  be  incubated.  In  December, 
the  U,  S„  average  broiler  chick  price  was  10.7  cents 
per  chick,  highest  since  March,  and  up  0.4  cents  from 
the  month  before.  In  xhe  preceding  December  the  12.0 
cent,  price  was  unchanged  from  October  and  Novem- 
ber, which  were  the  lowest  of  that  year. 

Last  summer,  2  of  the  reports  on  broiler  supplies 
showed  opposite  changes  from  the  year  before.  The 
Broiler  Placement  Report  indicated  that  late  summer 
marketings  would  be  down.  However,  the  Slaughter 
Report  for  late  summer  indicated  an  increase.  More 
recently,  both  series  have  indicated  the  same  direc- 
tion of  change.  From  the  last  week  of  November 
through  December  rhe  Slaughter  Report  showed 
smaller  slaughter  than  in  any  other  6-week  period 
since  late  1958,  Table  14  shows  that  a  very  sharp  cut 
in  weekly  slaughter  of  young  chickens  ({Principally 
broilers)  preceded  the  December  price  rise. 


Rise  in  Turkey  Prices  to 
Induce  Larger  1960  Crop 

Turkey  prices  have  risen  sharply  in  the  past  2 
months,  and  in  early  January  live  prices  at  the  farm 
were  probably  the  highest  since  mid- 1956.  Because 
January  1  storage  stocks  are  11  million  pounds  below 
last  yeeir  (  7  percent),  (table  22),  and  slaughter  in  the 
next  6  months  will  be  seasonally  light,  turkey  prices 
are  likely  to  remain  firm  until  about  mid-year.  After 
mid-year,  current  slaughter  is  likely  to  exceed  current 
consumption,  and  the  excess  will,  as  usual,  go  into 
storage  for  use  during  the  holidays  and  later.  The 
demand  for  storage  will  be  influenced  by  the  size  of 
the  turkey  crop  then  in  prospect.  The  crop  is  likely 
to  be  up  significantly,  suggesting  that  mrkey  prices 
in  the  last  half  of  1960  may  not  be  up  to  the  levels  of 
late  1959. 


In  mid-December,  farmers  received  an  average  of 
29.7  cents  per  pound  for  turkeys,  up  from  24.9  cents 
the  month  before,  and  22,5  cents  in  December  1958 
(table  15).  To  early  January,  turkey  prices  had  held 
these  earlier  gains. 

Except  during  the  period  when  new-crop  supplies 
replaced  the  old,  prices  for  heavy  tom  turkeys  were 
firm  throughout  1959,  They  rose  markedly  as  market- 
ings from,  the  1958  crop  were  finished.  Frozen  evis- 
cerated heavy  toms  were  the  highest- priced  class  of 
turkey  at  wholesale  for  most  of  the  year. 

Turkey  prices  increased  in  1959,  even  though  the 
number  raised  wa  s  a  record,  82  million,  5  percent 
more  ±an  in  1958.  The  prices  for  toms  early  in  the 
year  were  related  to  the  quantity  of  such  birds  avail- 
able in  storage  from  the  1958  crop,  and  the  price 
level  established  for  those  birds  continued  for  the  1959 
crop  as  well.  On  February  1,  1959,  for  example,  tom 
turkeys  in  storage  were  27  percent  fewer  ±an  a  year 
earlier,  and  demand  for  such  birds  in  the  heaviest 
weight  classes  meanwhile  continued  strong.  As  a 
consequence,  frozen  heavy  tom  turkeys  in  New  York 
from  February  through  mid-summer  were  4-12  cents 
per  pound  above  the  year  before,  typically  ranging 
from  50-53  cents  per  pound  during  the  summer,  at 
wholesale. 

For  hens,  prices  were  weak  in  August  and  September, 
when  heavy  marketings  from  the  1959  crop  began,  and 
the  greatest  price  pickup  occurred  in  November  and 
December,  when  production,  as  indicated  by  the  volume 
of  hatchings  in  preceding  months,  was  smaller  than 
the  preceding  year. 

Because  of  the  improvement  in  turkey  prices,  the 
1960  crop  is  likely  to  set  a  new  record.  Hatchings 
of  heavy  breed  poults  from  September  1959  through 
December  were  32  percent  (1,3  million  poults)  above 
1958  (table  17),  and  January  1  eggs  in  incubators 
were  28  percent  above  last  year.  These  increases  are 
only  partly  offset  by  declines  for  light  breed  mrkeys, 
and  hatchings  of  all  turkeys  were  up  only  about  11/2 
percent  in  the  same  months,  A  larger  increase  than 
this  could  readily  be  carried  through  the  entire  sea- 
son of  hatchings  for  the  1960  turkey  crop. 

The  class  of  turkey  s  for  which  hatchings  have  re- 
centiy  shown  the  most  consistent  increases  are  heavy 
white  turkeys.  One  of  their  advantages  is  that  their 
white  feathers  make  it  practical  ^  if  market  condi- 
tions so  indicate  -  to  dress  them  at  immature  weights, 
which  makes  them  competitive  with  Beltsville  Turkeys, 
or  to  feed  them  practically  to  the  weights  of  Bronze 
turkeys.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  heavy  white 
turkeys  is  at  the  expense  of  Beltsville  numbers; 
Bronze  hatchings  continue  to  increase,  although  at 
a  slower  rate  than  the  heavy  whites. 
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Technical  Bulletin  on  Egg  Prices 


An  explanation  andmeasurementof  some  of  the  com- 
plex relationships  between  egg  supply  and  prices  are 
presented  in  a  new  USDA  Technical  Bulletin,  No.  1204, 
The  Demand,  Supply,  and  Price  Structure  for  Eggs 
by  Martin  J.  Gerra.  Single  copies  are  available  without 
charge  from  the  Marketing  Information  Division, 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  U,  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C. 

On  the  average  in  the  years  covered  by  the  analysis, 
the  most  appropriate  estimates  of  the  demand  for  eggs 
show  that  a  10  percent  change  in  the  retail  price  is 
usually  associated  with  a  change  of  about  4  percent  in 
the  opposite  direction  in  consumption  of  eggs  per 
person,  when  allowance  is  made  statistically  for  the 
back-and-forth  relationship  of  supply,  consumption, 
and  price.  When  allowance  is  not  made  for  the  back- 
and-forth  relationship,  but  only  the  change  in  consump- 
tion that  would  be  expected  for  a  given  price  change 
is  considered,  a  lower  estimate  is  obtained  —  a 
10  percent  change  in  retail  price  is  associated  with  a 
change  of  1  percent  in  the  opposite  direction  in  con- 
sumption of  eggs  per  person. 


The  effect  of  consumer  income  on  the  consumption  of 
eggs  was  found  to  be  very  small.  If  income  per  person 
increased  about  10  percent,  and  the  price  of  eggs  and 
other  variables  remained  unchanged,  egg  consumption 
per  person  would  rise  about  1  percent. 

The  bulletin  reports  that  the  supply  ofpullets  raised 
varies  in  response  to  the  January-June  average  egg- 
feed  price  ratio.  The  number  of  layers  sold  varies 
in  response  to  the  annual  average  egg-feed  price  ratio. 
On  the  average,  a  1  percent  increase  in  the  January- 
June  average  egg-feed  price  ratio  is  associated  with 
about  a  0.4  percent  increase  in  the  number  of  pullets 
raised.  A  1  percent  increase  in  the  annual  average  egg- 
feed  ratio  is  associated,  on  the  average,  with  a  0.4  to 
a  0.7  percent  decrease  in  the  number  of  layers  sold 
and  consumed  on  farms  where  produced.  , 

Also  included  in  the  bulletin  are  discussions  and 
analyses  of  the  factors  which  influence  producers  in 
formulating  expectations  of  price,  of  price  differentials 
due  to  differences  in  quality  and  size,  and  of  the  rela- 
tionship of  spot  prices  and  future  prices. 
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Table    3. — Frozen  egg,  "by  types:    Stocks  and  New  York  wholesale  prices  per  pound, 

1955  to  date,  with  comparisons 


It  SID. 

Unit 

Jbii  * 

Feb . 

.Till  V 

Sept . 

Oct . 

JMOV  • 

L/Ct_  • 

Albumen : 

Stocks  on  first 

of  month 

1955 

Mil. lb. 

25 

21 

20 

25 

37 

50 

3k 

3k 

ii7 

37 

30 

23 

:  1956 

Mil .lb. 

•  17 

11 

9 

15 

25 

39 

50 

52 

50 

45 

40 

3ij 

:  1957 

Mil. lb. 

:  28 

26 

2k 

26 

33 

^3 

53 

56 

52 

46 

39 

32 

•  1958 

Mil. lb. 

26 

2h 

23 

21 

25 

35 

^^5 

k3 

ko 

32 

27 

■  1959 

Mil. lb. 

•  22 

19 

18 

20 

27 

33 

ko 

39 

36 

33 

29 

24 

■  i960 

Mil. lb. 

•  21 

Average  prices, 

first  full  week 

of  month 

1955 
.  1956 

Ct. 
Ct. 

15f 
.  27 

20 
28 

21 

27| 

1^1 

23^ 

19 
2H 

19f 
23i 
12i 

21 
23 

20 
22i 

21| 
21-! 

23? 
21 

23  f 
18* 

24* 
17* 

:  1957 

Ct. 

I3f 

ii+ 

Ik 

12i 

12 

Ik 

14 

15 

17 

:  1958 

Ct. 

13 

I3i 

Ik5/Q 

loi 

13 

13 

lis 

11 

11* 

12* 

1959 

Ct. 

11 

10* 

9 

io| 

io| 

io|- 

loi 

10 

10 

92 

•  i960 

Ct. 

:  9 

Yolk: 

Stocks  on  first 

of  month 

1955 

Mil . lb . 

18 

16 

17 

23 

32 

U3 

50 

k9 

1+6 

41 

35 

29 

■  1956 

Mil. lb. 

:  23 

18 

15 

20 

29 

38 

kk 

k6 

ki 

38 

32 

26 

:  1957 

Mil. lb. 

20 

17 

15 

17 

23 

29 

35 

39 

36 

31 

26 

21 

:  1958 

Mil. lb. 

•  15 

12 

11 

10 

15 

26 

38 

37 

35 

30 

26 

20 

:  1959 

•Mil. lb. 

:  16 

12 

11 

15 

25 

33 

k3 

k2 

39 

36 

30 

25 

:  i960 

Mil. lb. 

.  20 

Average  prices. 

first  full  week  < 

of  month  1/ 

1955 

Ct. 

53 

53 

58? 

50i 

53 

52 

52 

51 

52| 
53| 
52i 

54| 
53f 
53| 
6l| 

54 

54 
54^ 

•  1956 

Ct. 

52i 
53I 

53 

5ii 

k9\ 

5if 

53 

54i 

:  1957 

Ct. 

53 

5l| 

52 

5li 

52i 

J/ 

541 
6l| 
52I 

J/ 

•  1958 

ct. 

2/ 

585 

62" 

6li 

62 

62 

61 

61 

"  1959 

ct. 

6li 

6o| 

53i 

51* 

50 

53 

5H 

5^ 

52i 

50J 

i960 

ct. 

52 

Mixed  whole: 

Stocks  on  first 

of  month 

1955 

Mil. lb. 

29 

25 

23 

32 

52 

71 

81 

82 

78 

69 

56 

44 

1956 

Mil. lb. 

29 

19 

15 

22 

35 

56 

69 

71 

69 

63 

54 

44 

1957 

I-lil.lb. 

3^^ 

28 

23 

30 

k6 

63 

72 

73 

68 

62 

51 

40 

1958 

Mil. lb. 

29 

21 

17 

23 

Fo 

i+6 

50 

kd 

44 

33 

?4 

1959 

Mil. lb. 

17 

14 

17 

31 

49 

61 

ok 

67 

60 

55 

4l 

i960 

Mil. lb. 

3V 

Average  prices. 

first  full  week 

of  month  3/ 

1955 

Ct. 

26 

32f 
33i 
26j 

32i 

28i 
3l| 

29f 
33t 

28^ 

29 

30 

29i 
31' 

3o4 

29 

31 

1956 

Ct. 

25| 

2/ 
2Z 

32 

32 

32 

30* 

28i 

28^ 

1957 

Ct. 

26 

26 

25f 
30f 

2Uf 
31! 

26 

28 

29 

30 

32 

1958 

Ct. 

292 

29 

30^- 

31 

31* 

29* 

30 

29* 

30* 

23i 

1959 

Ct. 

31^ 

28t 

2hi 

2ki 

24 

25i 

25 

24* 

23* 

24* 

i960 

Ct. 

2hi 

1/  Highest  color  q^uoted. 


2/  Insufficient  wholesale  sales  to  report  prices. 
3/  "Spring  pack"  whenever  quoted  separately. 

"Unclassified"  frozen  egg  is  not  included  in  this  table. 
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CO  H  CO  VD 

J-   LTN  LTN         U-\  LTN 


CO  r-  ON  OJ  -d- 
ITN  LTN  LTN  VD  VD 
r-i   r-i   r-i  r-i  r-i 


00^  LTN-d-  On 

t~-  t—  l>-  f-  f- 


t—  LTN  CO  -d-  r-i 

CO  CO  00  CO  CJN 


O  CO  iH  on  LTN 
CJNCO  ONCO  ON 
r-i  r-i   r-i  r-i  H 


O  -4-  > 
CO  CO  < 

r-i  r-i 


I  C3N  CJN 
I  VO  CO 


O  H  ON  H  VD 
t—VO  l>- 


CO  CM  -4-  CjN  H  H 
VD  VD  f-VD  t— 

r-i  ^   r-i  r-i  r-i  H 


OJ  ON  onco  CJN  o 

VD  LTNVD  UTNVD  VD 

H  H  H  H  H  H 


OJ  on  O  CJN  ONVO 

LTN  LTNVD  LTN  LfN 
r-i   r^  r-i  r-i  r-i  r-i 


J-  VD  OJ       OJ  ro 

-:t  -d'  LTN-:t  LfN  LTN 
r-i   r-i   r-i   r-i   r-i  r-i 


LTN  t—  ON  O 

on  on -d-  -d-  LfN 


on  O  O  CO  J-  LfN 
on^   LTNJ-  LTN  LTN 


a 
o 

03 
U 

td  LTNVD  t^CO  ON  O 

H  LTN  LTN  ITN  ITN  LTNVD 


I 


I 


I  I 


I 


I 


tH  -4-  LTNVO   f— CO  ON 
O  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN  LfN 
ON  ON  ON  ON  ON  ON 
U  r^   r-i  r-i   r-i  r-i  r^ 


Cd 
U 
OJ 


u 


CQ 


LTNVO  t— CO  CJN  O 

LTN  L/N  LTN  LTN  LTNVO 

I      I      I  I      I  I 

^  LTNVO  t^CO  0\ 

LTN  LfN  LTN  LTN  LTN  LfN 

CJN  C3N  ON  ON  C3N  CJN 

r-i  r-i   r-i  r-i  r-i  r-i 


n  LTNVD  t^CO  CJN  O 

p4  LO  LTN  Lf>  LTN  LTNVD 

I      I      I  I  I  I 

bD^   LTNVO  l>-CO  ON 

bO  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN 

0)   ON  ON  ON  ON  ON  ON 

H  H  H  H  M  H 


I 


I 


d  u^VD  f-cO  ON  O 

O  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTNVD 

I      I      I  I      I  I 

LfNVD  f-CO  ON 

CO  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN  LTN 

f-l  On  CJN  ON  ON  ON  ON 

r-i  ^  r-i   r-i  r-i 


7^ 
-P 

o 
en 


Cd 


o 
u 


OJ 

Pi 


CO 
bD 
bO 
W 


LTNVD  t~-00  CJN  O 
LO>  LTN  LTN  LTN  LfN  VD 
I  I  I  I  I  I 
-zt  LfNVD  t— CO  CJN 
LTN  LTN  L/N  LTN  l/N  LTN 
ON  ON  ON  ON  CJN  ON 

ri   r-i    H  r-i 


a 
o 

•ri 
+? 

I 

O 
U 

Pk 

hO 
bO 
(U 

tH 

o 
<u 

-s 


■ri 


LfNVD  t^cO  On  O 

LTN  Ltn  LTN  LTN  LTNVO 
I      I      I      I      I  I 

^  LTNVO  t— CO  CJN 
LTN  LTN  LTN  LfN  LTN  LTN 

CJN  On  On  CJN  On  CJN 

r-i   r-i  ^  r-i  ^ 
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Table  7  • — Weekly  commercial  egg  movement,  .1958  to  date 


Recaip"GS  from  farmers 

Deliveries  to  egg 

"breo-kers 

1959 

1958 

Week  : 

Perc 

PTlTOCr^i  A'T 

Percentage  of 

ending  : 

Preced" 

First  : 

"P -plO  (-»  Ci  (-^  ^ 
1.  J.           ^  "wC 

First  ; 

;  First  : 

Preced" 

;  First  : 

Preced." 

"i  Tier 

veslc 

veek  \ 

i  Tier 

"i  Tier 

•  veek  : 

J.  11^ 

veek 

of  y63.ri 

of  yean 

VP'S  T* 

;of  year: 

week 

;of  year: 

year 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Jan . 

H-  : 

105 

ok 
y^ 

J—L  : 

108 

108 

103 

103 

lOlf 

1  Ol 
XiiX 

J-Cj- 

1  li7 
X4  f 

147 

92 

±0  ' 

nil 
94 

oft 

90 

1  AA 

XUU 

T  AA 
XUO 

1  rio 

XUiC 

lo 

Qc: 
yj 

139 

89 

on 

XUX 

103 

T  Ai^ 

XUo 

IX)  { 

1  AO 

X£^ 

1  np 

1  iiP 

96 

yo 

iJ-  : 

J.  OX 

104- 

XU  f 

xup 

121 

1^4 

19  u 

100 

Fet. 

T  : 

r\Q 

90 

102 

1  AO 

Tin 
xxu 

XUO 

OQ 

yy 

IS] 
X?  J- 

109 

207 

104 

Ik  : 

97 

90 

T  AA 
XUU 

T  1  A 

XXU 

XU  { 

QQ 
yy 

110 

227 

116 

21 

96 

95 

90 

XUO 

-LUO 

J — 1 — L 

166 

110 

250 

l4l 

20  : 

102 

95 

lU^; 

xxu 

lie: 
XX^ 

88 

li)-6 

112 

280 

160 

Mar. 

7 

101 

97 

101 

112 

1^4 

lo4 

292 

196 

m-  : 

103 

100 

lUl 

xxi 

lie; 
xx;? 

±±.y 

112 

326 

188 

21  : 

102 

T  00 

lUcf 

lu± 

XX*4- 

1 1  A 
x±o 

"1  ri7 

XU  { 

X  (X 

96 

314 

171 

2o  : 

103 

105 

oR 
90 

1  1  T 

XXX 

11c; 

xx;? 

1  CO 

CCSJ 

104 

327 

148 

Apr. 

4  : 

99 

104 

1  aA 
XOO 

1  OT 

Ill 

XXX 

J-Xj 

Pli-Q 

116 

381 

144 

11  : 

97 

101 

T  AO 

103 

T  0)1 

Xcf4 

XUf 

XX  VJ 

P74 

101 

385 

161 

IS  : 

105 

lOo 

96 

xxy 

1 1  0 

XX  £1 

107 

412 

140 

25  : 

103 

109 

oil 

94 

XX  £1 

1 1  n 

J-XU 

xxo 

381 

92 

380 

120 

May 

2  : 

101 

111 

112 

125 

110 

112 

UP7 

10^ 

393 
^y  ^ 

111 

9  : 

99 

109 

89 

111 

115 

yj 

jy  1 

405 

126 

16  : 

100 

1U9 

X<? 

111 

X-LX 

9  1 

465 

120 

23  : 

101 

"in 

101 

T  A^ 

X2o 

T  AA 

xuy 

9  f 

■37ll 

QP 

426 

128 

30  : 

96 

106 

93 

TIT 

117 

XUO 

y-L 

■RliO 

89 

378 

123 

June 

6 

101 

107 

101 

T  T  R 

llo 

1  c\C 
XUo 

xvx 

j^j 

110 

417 

123 

13 

90 

105 

lUO 

-LLC 

1 

XUO 

y? 

99 

yy 

412 

lis 

20 

97 

102 

91 

10  r 

1  AO 

xuy 

93 

363 

113 

27  : 

99 

101 

AO 

93 

T  AA 
XUU 

1  AO 

xuy 

yo 

291 

83 

SOI 

115 

July 

95 

96 

95 

95 

109 

72 

210 

82 

138 

11 

103 

99 

108 

102 

104 

1  ok 

218 

107 

265 

121 

lo 

99 

90 

96 

oR 
90 

1  nk 

XU*f 

Q7 

y  1 

212 

89 

^y 

236 

120 

25 

9o 

96 

T  AO 

103 

XSJl. 

1 

XUO 

199 

96 

226 

119 

Aug. 

1 

99 

AC 

95 

95 

9  ( 

1  nft 

XUU 

y? 

189 

104 

235 

143 

0 

0 

90 

A 

93 

T  AA 
XUU 

90 

1  no 
xu^ 

yj 

176 

J-  (U 

94 

220 

124 

15 

r\Q 

90 

91 

n  AO 

103 

9y 

1 1  n 
XXU 

90 

y\j 

197 

129 

22 

100 

AT 

91 

1  AC 

105 

XU4- 

1  nA 

XUO 

1  of, 

179 

101 

199 

124 

29 

:  101 

92 

96 

1  AA 

XUU 

1  C\1 

XU  c 

I5i^ 

95 

189 

132 

Sept. 

5 

98 

90 

96 

96 

110 

79 

121 

96 

y^ 

183 

172 

12 

97 

87 

100 

96 

105 

128 

78 

11^3 

151 

19 

:  99 

07 

xuy 

XU^ 

XU  [ 

116 

105 

150 

151 

26 

;  102 

OC) 

AC 

95 

1  HQ 
XUJ 

1  on 

•  116 

91 

136 

154 

Oct. 

3 

:  100 

00 

lUd 

XUX 

1  nc; 
XU;? 

yj 

108 

8^ 

113 

133 

10 

:  101 

09 

1  A7 

XU  f 

XUO 

yp 

XWJ 

108 

122 

174 

17 

:  99 

oc> 

104 

lid 

XUo 

XU? 

infi 

98 

119 

13^ 

24 

102 

90 

nR 
90 

luy 

1 

XUO 

Q7 

y  1 

104 

101 

120 

142 

31 

:  102 

92 

T  AA 
XUU 

110 

1  n)i 
XU4- 

103 

108 

100 

120 

137 

Nov. 

7 

;  98 

90 

96 

106 

105 

90 

97 

89 

106 

133 

li^ 

:  102 

92 

102 

109 

105 

9i^ 

91 

97 

103 

122 

21 

:  101 

93 

97 

105 

106 

113 

.  103 

104 

107 

150 

28 

:  99 

92 

9h 

99 

101 

99 

102 

84 

90 

123 

Dec. 

5 

:  106 

97 

107 

106 

103 

126 

128 

139 

132 

12 

:  97 

9^ 

105 

110 

108 

97 

124 

80 

no 

99 

19 

:  100 

9h 

72 

80 

109 

90 

112 

95 

105 

141 

26 

:  9h 

89 

90 

109 

87 

97 

107 

113 

136 

1/  This  is  a  summary  of  an  experimental  report  of  the  movement  of  eggs  from  farms  into  trade  channels 
(receivers  handling  at  least  400  cases  weekly) . 
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Table  8  . — Egg  pixDduction  on  farms,  and  production  of  llqiiid  egg, 

by  months,  1958-59 


:                             Egg  production  on  farms 

1958 

* 

flOIlWl 

A  c 

:  As  a  per- 

As 

AS  a 

percent  — 

\  reported 

cent  of 
January 

reported 

Of 
January 

: Of  preceding 
:  year 

:  Mil. 

Mil. 

;  cases 

Pet. 

cases 

Pet. 

Pet. 

January 

:  1^.0 

100 

ill  r\ 

14-  .9 

"1  r\r\ 
100 

February 

13-2 

91 

14  . 2 

95 

107 

February  adj  ."^ 

99 

15  .D 

105 

10  I 

March 

15.2 

 TnX,  

104 

 TT — n  

16-5 

TIT 

111 

109 

April 

:  15.3 

105 

lb .  1 

lOO 

lOp 

May 

:  ±^.h 

105 

15  -9 

10  { 

103 

d  UXlC 

96 

14. 3 

96 

102 

Ti  1 1  ir 

tiuxy 

.  13.6 

93  ■ 

-  13.7 

92 

101 

HUgUS  u 

13-0 

89 

13.1 

88 

101 

September 

.  12.5 

86 

12.6 

85 

101 

October  ; 

13. 

92 

13.3 

89 

99 

ViU  V  cXIlUtJX 

13.7 

9^ 

13-2 

88 

96 

jjecemoer 

14.6 

100 

li+.3 

96 

97 

Total  1/ 

168.6 

172.1 

102 

Production  of  liquid  egg 

1958 

1959 

As 

As  a  per- 

As 

As  a  percent  — 

reported 

cent  of 
January 

reported 

:  Of 
January 

:0f  preceding 
:  year 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

Pet. 

lb . 

Pet. 

Pet. 

January 

•  31.3 

100 

36.4 

100 

116 

r  e  Druary 

36.9 

118 

55.7 

153  ' 

151 

February  adj 

1+0.6 

130 

61.3 

i6y 

Marcn 

33.9 

108 

78.3 

215 

231 

:  6if.8 

207 

102.8 

282 

159- 

jyiay 

.  87.7 

280 

111.5 

306 

'  127 

Jujie 

:  75.8 

242 

95-5 

262  - 

126 

:  hh.h 

11+2 

64.1 

176 

144 

August 

28.2 

90 

46.2 

127 

164  - 

September  ; 

15.7 

50  , 

32.8 

•     90  ■ 

210 

October 

16. 9 

51^ 

22.4 

62 

133 

November  : 

16.7 

53 

21.3 

59 

.  128 

December 

:  28.6 

91 

Tocal  1/ 

i+80.8 

1/  Totals  obtained  from  unrounded  data. 


Increased  10  percent  to  corapensate  for  short  month. 
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Tatle    9. — Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised  and  suhsequent  number  of  pullets  on 

farms,  1925  to  date 


Year 

Egg-feed 

price 

ratio 
weighted 
average 

ll 

Chickens 
raised 

2/ 

Sexed 
pullets 
bought 
as  a 
percent 
of 
total 
chickens 
purchased 

Pullets  on  farms  3/ 

Percentage  of  preceding 
year 

As 

reported 

As  a 
age 
ens 

percent- 
of  chick- 
raised 

Egg-feed=F^""e^^ 
price    ■•  inten- 

^„+,-„    :  tions 
ratio 
•  -uj-  -,:to  pur- 
weighted, 
average  •  chase 
1/       : Chicks 

Chick- 
ens 
raised 

Pullets 

on 
farms 
Jan.  1 
follow- 
ing 

Oct.  1 

:  Jaxi.  1 
:  follow- 
:  ing 

Oct. 

: Jan .  1 
i:follow- 
:  ing 
'• 

Lh. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

!-iil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1925 

12.9 

679 

103 

1926 

13-5 

718 

105 

106 

1927 

13-'J- 

750 

99 

104 

1928 

12.2 

700 

01 

93 

1929 

13.1 

751 

253 

3^^ 

107 

107 

1930 

13.8 

777 

244 

31 

105 

103 

96 

1931 

10.6 

709 

240 

230 

34 

32 

77 

91 

94 

19^2 

11.6 

736 

254 

237 

3*^ 

32 

109 

104 

103 

1933 

li^-3 

750 

254 

238 

3*+ 

32 

12^ 

102 

100 

193^ 

10.9 

6W- 

229 

212 

36 

33 

76 

86 

89 

1935 

11. 1| 

658 

242 

226 

37 

34 

105 

102 

107 

1936 

13.1 

715 

271 

249 

38 

35 

115 

109 

110 

9.1)- 

601 

24B 

215 

4l 

36 

72 

84 

86 

1938 

11.1+ 

651 

276 

242 

42 

37 

121 

108 

108 

113 

1939 

12.6 

697 

287 

254 

4l 

36 

111 

108 

107 

105 

19^^© 

10. 

63i^ 

292 

240 

46 

38 

83 

96 

91 

94 

1941 

11.5 

7i+5 

328 

278 

44 

37 

111 

109 

118 

116 

19U2 

13.2 

844 

21 

363 

319 

38 

115 

112 

113 

115 

19*^3 

1,001 

17 

393 

350 

39 

35 

111 

116 

119 

110 

19IA 

11.2 

832 

20 

1^1 

301 

42 

36 

76 

83 

83 

86 

l9i^5 

12.8 

890 

18 

371 

322 

42 

36 

114 

96 

107 

107 

19^6 

11.9 

738 

22 

325 

281 

44 

38 

93 

86 

83 

87 

19')-7 

11.3 

719 

26 

326 

278 

^^5 

39 

95 

94 

97 

99 

19^43 

9.8 

615 

30 

301 

258 

49 

42 

87 

80 

86 

93 

19i+9 

12.7 

705 

31 

324 

287 

46 

4l 

130 

107 

115 

111 

1950 

•  9.6 

620 

32 

283 

258 

46 

42 

76 

88 
96 

77 

90 

1951 

11. 1^ 

623 

33 

288 

261 

119 

101 

1952 

9.1 

561 

37 

259 

238 

46 

42 

80 

90 

90 

91 

1953 

11.3 

546 

42 

266 

255 

48 

46 

.  124 

96 

98 

107 

195 

10.9 

540  - 

49 

273 

257 

51 

4B 

96 

100 

99 

101 

1955 

9-7 

1^62 

50 

242 

239 

52 

52 

89 

82 

86 

93 

1956 

12.1 

^^79 

53 

259 

250 

5^ 

52 

125 

103 

104 

105 

1957  V 

9-3 

397 

60 

226 

225 

57 

57 

77 

91 

83 

90 

1958  Xj 

11.9 

432 

65 

252 

244 

58 

56 

128 

106 

109 

108 

1959  5/ 

9.5(11.3)^01 

6/66 

228 

57 

80 

99 

93 

i960  7/ 

(9A) 

(83) 

1/  Weights  are  as  fellows:  Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  December,  2;  January,  3;  February,  4; 
March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1. 

2/  For  farm  flock  replacement;  excluding  specialized  broilers . 

3/  Laying  and  not  yet  laying. 

Xj  Revised. 

5/  Preliminary. 

"BJ  Intentions  to  purchase. 

7/  For  i960,  November  and  December;  comparable  1959  in  parentheses. 
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Table  10. — Broilers:    Price  per  pound,  selected  areas,  January  195^  to  date 


Year 

:     Jan .  : 

Feb.  : 

Mar .  : 

Apr.  : 

May  : 

June 

:  July 

:    Aug.  : 

Sept . 

:  Oct. 

:  Nov . 

:  Dec 

:  Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

(a)  U. 

S.  rnld-month  average  price  received  by  farmers, 

live 

1955 

':  2h.h 

25.^4- 

29.7 

28.4 

27.0 

27.2 

26.5 

26.9 

25.2 

22.0 

21.2 

19. k 

1956 

:  20.6 

21.  k 

21.9 

20.8 

21.1 

20.2 

21.4 

19-6 

18.2 

17.2 

16.8 

16.6 

1957 

18.0 

19.5 

19.5 

18.8 

19.3 

20.7 

21.4 

20.7 

18.1 

17.0 

16.9 

16.4 

1958 

19.9 

20. k 

21.4 

19.4 

20.3 

21.1 

19.3 

17.6 

16.3 

15.8 

15.8 

15.1 

1959 

17.2 

17-3 

16.3 

16.0 

15.8 

16.1 

15.7 

15.7 

15.0 

15.0 

17.6 

i960 

(b)  Del-Mar- 

-Va,  average  price,  live 

1/ 

25.2 

26.4 

30.0 

31.7 

25.2 

28,0 

27,9 

27.8 

26.9 

20.7 

18.7 

19-5 

21.2 

22.7 

23.1 

20.4 

21.1 

19,0 

23.2 

19.7 

18.5 

17.9 

16.7 

17.4 

18.0 

20.6 

21.8 

20.2 

19.3 

21.8 

22.3 

22.0 

19.1 

17.2 

16.7 

16.0 

18.6 

21.0 

22.2 

19.3 

21.8 

22.2 

20.2 

18,6 

16.3 

15.8 

16.9 

15,0 

17-3 

16.9 

16.9 

17.0 

17.2 

16.2 

17.7 

16.4 

16.9 

15.2 

15 .0 

19.9 

17,0 

(c) 

North  Georgia, 

price  at 

farm,  live  1/ 

22.0 

23.7 

28.1 

29.9 

26.0 

26.5 

24.3 

26.0 

25.0 

21,0 

21.1 

18.7 

21.3 

21.1 

21.0 

19.6 

20,0 

18.2 

21.5 

18.7 

16.5 

16.0 

16,3 

15.1 

17.0 

19.7 

19.7 

19.0 

17.5 

20.0 

20.0 

20.0 

17-5 

15.7 

15,4 

16.1 

17.1 

19.0 

21.0 

19.2 

20.0 

20.0 

19.8 

17.0 

15-6 

15.2 

16.1 

14.2 

14.6 

15.1 

15.5 

15.8 

lh.9 

14.5 

15.5 

lit. 6 

14.4 

13.8 

14.0 

16.2 

15.0 

(d)  San 

Joaquin 

Valley  of  California, 

montlily 

average  prices  paid  at 

ranch. 

r.ve  2/ 

25.2 

26.4 

31.5 

30.0 

29.5 

29.5 

28.1 

29.0 

27.4 

22.4 

21.2 

19.8 

21.0 

21.3 

21.6 

21.6 

21,9 

22.6 

23.9 

21.8 

20.6 

18.3 

16,5 

19.5 

21.0 

20.3 

22.2 

20.3 

20.6 

22.0 

22.8 

22.4 

19.9 

16.5 

17.1 

17,0 

20.8 

20.9 

23.9 

21.0 

21.2 

22.0 

20.5' 

19.1 

16.3 

15.9 

17.3 

-1-5.5 

18. '6 

18.5 

18.8 

16.9 

18.0 

18.6 

18.8 

18.8 

16. 7 

l/lh.5 

1/15,0 

1/18 

17.0 

(e)  Chicaj 

50,  re 

ady-to-cook  (ice-packed), 

monthly 

avera 

ze  price 

3/  ■ 

38.7 

34.0 

29.5 
32.8 
29,2 
28.2 


43,8 
35.8 

32.7 
34.8 

30.4 
30.8 


liO.O 

34.8 
31.9 
32.7 
28.7 


45.9 
35.3 
31.5 
34.5 

28.7 


44,7 
33.6 

30.9 
31.8 

27.9 


^3.1 

42.9 

41.5 

42.3 

39.3 

34.8 

34.0 

32.0 

3^.1 

32.3 

34.5 

32.2 

30,3 

28.7 

28.3 

26.8 

31.2 

33.6 

34.2 

33.3 

29.6 

27.9 

27.9 

27.4 

32.7 

33.8 

31-7 

29.3 

27,4 

26.4 

26,6 

^5.3 

27.1 

26,9 

27.3 

26.6 

26.4 

25.8 

25.1 

1/30.2 

(f)  New  York,  ready-to-cook  (ice-packed),  wholesale  lots,  monthly  average  price  4/ 


43,7 

48.3 

46.7 

44.2 

45.2 

44.6 

45-2 

43.0 

36.6 

36.3 

36.3 

37.^ 

37.6 

35.4 

36.1 

35.2 

38.4 

34.5 

33.2 

31.6 

30.8 

30.3 

33.9 

33.9 

32.8 

33-7 

35.7 

37.^ 

32.8 

32.5 

30.5 

30.0 

29.5 

35.2 

36.2 

33.^ 

34.4 

35.5 

33.0 

30.9 

28.8 

28.0 

27.8 

26.9 

29,4 

29.0 

28,4 

27,6 

27.9 

28.1 

28.1 

27.1 

n.a. 

27.2 

30,8 

1/  First  full  week  of  month. 
2/  2^  pounds  and  over. 


3/  . 

z/  2-3  pounds  prior  to  1959;  1959,  2-3-5-  pounds  (mostly  price). 


3;^■  pounds . 
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Table  lU  . — Slaughter  of  poultry,  live  weight,  in  commercial  plants,  by  weeks,  1958-59 


:  Young 

chickens 

;  All 

poultry  2/ 

Week 

includin 

g  broilers 

Hens 

and  cocks 

turkeys 

;  All 

ending  l/ 

i  1958 

;  1958 

:  1958 

i  1959 

;  1959 

;  1959 

:  1958 

:  1959 

:  Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb.      Mil.  lb. 

Jan.  3 

':  78 

79 

5 

8 

10 

•  9 

94 

97 

10 

:  87 

101 

9 

10 

12 

108 

llo 

17 

:  82 

96 

9 

11 

9 

6 

100 

114 

24 

:  73 

06 

9 

9 

5 

5 

87 

101 

31 

:  71 

81+ 

8 

6 

3 

6 

ol 

90 

Feb.  7 

:  80 

9k 

7 

7 

2 

3 

90 

105 

Ik 

:  79 

10k 

7 

7 

1 

3 

88 

114 

21 

:  7*+ 

90 

6 

7 

2  , 

3 

83 

99 

28 

:  75 

87 

8 

7 

1" 

2 

Of- 

85 

96 

Mar.  7 

:  78 

99 

7 

7 

1 

2 

06 

109 

Ik 

:  78 

99 

5 

7 

2 

3 

06 

110 

21 

oO 

90 

5 

8 

1 

4 

Q  0 
00 

103 

28 

:  85 

89 

6 

9 

2 

5 

94 

103 

Apr.  k 

83 

101 

7 

10 

2 

3  ■ 

93 

115 

11 

:  90 

103 

5 

10 

1 

4 

97 

lib 

18 

:  98 

102 

5 

10 

1 

,  5 

106 

117 

25 

:  95 

111 

6 

11 

2 

4 

104 

127 

May  2 

99 

106 

6 

11 

3 

5 

110 

124 

9 

99 

108 

7 

11 

4 

6 

111 

127 

16 

9k 

110 

7 

12 

5 

7 

•107 

131 

23 

lok 

108 

8 

12 

T 

9 

119 

130 

30 

91 

112 

7 

10 

'  5 

8 

104 

132 

June  6 

9^^ 

113 

8 

10 

8 

8 

112 

133 

13 

98 

112 

11 

9 

9 

10  ■ 

120 

133 

20 

98 

111 

8 

9 

10  ' 

11  . 

117 

132 

27 

107 

120 

9 

9 

10 

11 

127 

142 

July  k 

96 

109 

7 

6 

7 

'•■  .  T 

110 

124 

11 

lOU 

107 

9 

7 

'10  ■ 

10 

124 

125 

18 

107 

114 

11 

7 

"  ■"■''■13-  ' 

.     ,11  M 

132 

133 

25 

112 

119 

11 

8 

'  13 

13 

137 

-1  1  -1 

141 

Aug.  1 

113 

116 

12 

9 

14 

.14 

i4o 

140 

8 

109 

113 

Ik 

11 

16 

15 

140 

l4l 

15 

108 

117 

Ik 

13 

19 

.     18  '- 

142 

150 

22 

113 

109 

16 

14 

21 

20 

151 

145 

29 

122 

110 

16 

14 

 22  ; . 

24 

162 

151 

Sept .  5 

107 

117 

16 

16 

21 

27 

144 

161 

12 

112 

103 

16 

14 

29 

26 

159 

145 

19 

108 

111 

15 

17 

33 

35 

157 

164 

lo 

17 

'35  „ 

40 

lob 

167 

Oct.  3 

111 

115 

20 

17 

.  40  . 

43 

173 

176 

10 

106 

112 

22 

18 

42 

46 

171 

177 

17  • 

Ilk 

110 

21 

20 

50'. 

lol 

lol 

2k  ■ 

114 

103 

18 

20 

48 

51 

181 

174 

31 

101 

100 

18 

18 

53 

55 

1 3 

1 

Nov .        7  : 

98 

10k 

17 

16 

53 

58 

169 

180 

li^  : 

95 

100 

17 

17 

■  55 

58 

.  167 

177 

21  : 

90 

89 

17 

18 

66 

68 

175 

175 

28  : 

70 

69 

11 

13 

40 

^^3 

122 

125 

Dec .  5 

100 

94 

15 

15 

47 

45 

163 

155 

12  : 

98 

87 

Ik 

15 

52 

.  165 

150 

19  : 

88 
62 

71 

15 

15 

47 

41 

150 

127 

26  : 

55 

9 

9 

15 

13 

87 

78 

Total  3/  ; 

k,9kO 

5,277 

571 

598 

975 

1,032  ,. 

6,530 

6,965 

1/  Dates  are  for  1959-     2/  Including  ducks  and  geese.     3/  Totals  computed  from  vinrounded  data. 
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Table  I5  Turkey  prices,  per  pound:    Selected  series,  June  195*+  to  date 


Season 

June 

:    July  : 

Aug. 

:    Sept . 

:    Oct.  : 

Nov.  : 

Dec.  : 

Jan.  : 

Teh.  : 

Mar.  : 

Apr.  : 

May 

Cen"cs 

Cents 

Cen"ts 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

(a 

)  Average  farm  price. 

mid -month 

(live).  United  States 

195^^-55 

31-3 

28.6 

27-8 

27.6 

27-0 

28.5 

29-6 

27.4 

29-5 

30.4 

29-7 

28.9 

1955-56 

29  A 

29-6 

29-5 

31.0 

31.2 

29.8 

30.5 

30.6 

31.0 

31.3 

30.8 

30.6 

1956-57 

29.1 

28.6 

28.3 

26.7 

25.9 

25-9 

27.8 

26.6 

25-3 

25.5 

25.8 

24.2 

1957-58 

23.3 

21.8 

22.7 

22.9 

22.3 

23.5 

24.5 

22.0 

24.6 

26.7 

26.7 

27.3 

1958-59 

25.5 

24.5 

24.8 

23.7 

23.9 

23.0 

23.3 

23.9 

24.9 

23.6 

23-0 

22.4 

1959-60 

22.5 

22. k 

21.9 

22.6 

22.5 

24.9 

29.7 

(b)  Live,  heavy-type  young  toms,  San  Joac^uin  Valley,  California,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


25-26 
25-26 
30-33 
20-21 

22-23 
24-24i 


26 
25-26 

31 

22 

28 
24-24f 


24-25 
28 
28 
17 
21 

24-29 


24-  25 
27 

25-  26 
18-19 

23 
21 


24 
27-29i 

244-26 
21 
20-21 
195-224 


22-22I 

29-30 

25-254 

194 
20 
21-22 


23-24 
264-27 

23-244 
184-19 

19-194 

23-23i 


23-24 
264-27 
26-28 
20-21 
19-20 
30-31 


214-23 


17-19 
22 


18-19 


(c)  Live,  heavy-type  hens,  San  Josquin  Valley,  California,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


28 
30 
27-28 
20 
26 
22 


28 

29 
264 

20-  21 
264 

21-  21-J- 


28 

304-31 
27i-28 
21J-22 

24 
214-224 


28 

31-32 

3^-35^ 

33 

27-274 

254-26 

22 

22-  224 

23-  235 
25-254 

24-244 

23 

314-  32 

315-  324 
255-26 

27-27T 

22-23 

33 


24 


(d)  Frozen  eviscerated  toms,  heaviest  weights  quoted.  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


50-52 
484-524 
64-65 
44-45 
42^-434 
504-53 


4^1 

.49 

47-49 

4^1 
65 

-53 

51-54 

-654 

654-66 

40 

-43 

4o-4i 

42- 

-43 

4o4-42 

54 

-55 

50-514 

47-49 
555-57 

60-61 
374-^*04 

39-41 
474-504 


464-49 
50f-54 
50-52 

38-394 
40-43 

514-53 


44-48 
48-50 
43-444 
38-404 
394-^^3 
47-51 


43-4-46 
474-4&4 
48-494 
4o-4l4 
39-43 
474-53 


43-45 
53-54 
474-^^9 
39-41 
404-44 
454-49 


44-48 
54-55 
46-47 
384-41 
44-464 


444-48 
54-55 
44-444 

384-404 
44-464 


46-49 
574-58 
45-46i 
384-404 


44-46- 


f 


24 
18-19 


474-504 
614-62 
42-44 
41-42 
44-46 


(e)  Frozen  eviscerated  hens,  12-14  pounds.  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


1954 

-55 

51 

-53 

1955 

-56 

515-534 
524-535 
424-434 

50 

-52 

1956 

-57 

47 

-484 

1957 

-58 

1958 

-59 

49-50 

45 

-46 

1959 

-60 

38-40 

36 

-384 

454-48 
48-494 
46-47 
37-38 
4l4-42l 
355-374 


48-494 

495-51 
434-444 
375-38 
40-4li 

35-375 


47-49 

51-524 
44-444 

38-39 
40-414 


494-51 
52-54 
44-45 
40-404 
40-4l| 


37-3/  404-4?! 


51-53 
504-52 
44-454 
43-44 

39-'H 
46-474 


48-51 
50-51 

42-  43 

43-  44 
39-404 

484-50 


48-51  46-50  48-50  514-534 

50-51  49^-51  50-514  535-54 

39-  40  395-'^l4  '^24-434 

43-44      46-47  50-5o|  2/45-46 

40-  4i  4o-4l  38-40  37-39 


(f )  Live,  Beltsville  Small  Whites,  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


30-31 

31 

29 
23-234 

28 

22-224 


28-30 


274-28 


27-294 
304-31 
264-27 
23 

25-26 
224-23 


28 
21 

4/27-33 


32-33 
28 
214-22 
27 

22-23 


26-26i 

30-304 

264 
23 

25 
20 


244 


244 

27 
29-30 

20 

24 
20-21 


274-28 
30-304 
25-26 

23-  234 

24-  25 
20 


26 
29-31 
25-254 
194-204 

22 
20-23 


29 
304-31 
25 

23-  234 

24-  24i 
20-20I 


24-244 

30 
24-25 
20-204 
22-22!- 
24-25 


31-32 

30-314 
255-26 
244-25 
255-264 
24^ 


23-24 
26-27 

23-  234 
20 
20 

24-  25 


32 

28 

30 

30 

30 

28-284 

294 

33  . 

30-31 

26-27 

26 

26-27 

26 

26 

30 

24-25 

27 

30 

30 

24-25 

23 

25 

25-254 

21-22 

205 

25 

,  first  Friday  of  month 

3/ 

25-255 

20-23 

234 

28-284 

27-30 

22-22^ 

21 

20-214 

31 
29-30 

24-25 
284-30 

22-224 


20-22 
28-304 


30 


(h)  Live,  heavy -type  hens,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month  2/ 


28 

304-314 
2&4 

23 
264-27 
214-22 


30^-304 
34 
26-264 
22-23 

25 
22-224 


29-30 
37 

274-28 
23-24 
26-264 

23#-24 


324-33 
33 
27-274 
25 
24 

25-254 


35-354 
32-34 
28-284 
28-2&i 

23 

29 


27i 


28-284 


1/  Or  next  date  when  quotation  is  available.  2/  14-15  pounds.  3/  Beginning  1958,  first  day  of  month,  or  first 
business  day  thereafter.    4/  Toms  25  pounds  and  up. 
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Table  17. — Turkey  poults:    Monthly  hatchings  in  commercial  hatcheries,  available  data,  and 
calendar  year  totals  of  tvirkeys  raised.  United  States,  September  1953  to  date 


Year 

Sept . 

Oct. 

*  Nov. 

Dec . 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug . 

Number 
rax  sea. 
1/ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

(a)  All  turkeys 

1953-5^* 

0.5 

o.u 

1.7 

3-0 

5.0 

11.2 

16.2 

16.7 

10.8 

3-9 

1.4 

67.7 

195'+-55 

.7 

.7 

1.2 

2.2 

2.6 

3.8 

8.9 

14.6 

17.2 

11.6 

4.3 

1.5 

65.6 

1955-56 

.6 

.5 

.9 

1.9 

2.9 

5.7 

12. U 

17.8 

19.6 

13-4 

5-3 

1.8 

76.7 

1956-57 

.7 

.7 

1.5 

3.1 

if. 3 

6.7 

13.2 

18.8 

20.0 

13.2 

4.8 

1.6 

81.2 

1957-58 

.6 

.5 

1.0 

2.1 

3.3 

5.6 

12.1 

17.3 

19,3 

14.1 

6.5 

2.0 

2/78.3 

1958-59 

1.1 

1.2 

1.8 

2.8 

3.9 

5.9 

12.8 

17.7 

20.6 

13.7 

5.9 

2.1 

2/81.9 

1959-60 

1.2 

1.3 

1.9 

2.6 

(b)  Light-breed  turkeys 

1953-5^ 

A 

.1+ 

.7 

1-3 

1.8 

1-7 

1.8 

2.3 

3.3 

3-0 

2.4 

1.3 

19-2 

195'+-55 

.7 

.7 

1.0 

1.7 

l.k 

1.1 

1.1 

1.8 

2.4 

2.6 

2.2 

1.2 

16.8 

1955-56 

•  U 

.3 

•  .5 

.9 

.9 

.8 

1.0 

1.6 

2.4 

2.5 

2.2 

1.1 

13.6 

1956-57 

.3 

.7 

1.1 

1.0 

.8 

1.1 

1.6 

2.4 

2.3 

1.9 

.9 

13.3 

1957-58 

.2 

.2 

.3 

.6 

.8 

1.0 

1.1 

1.6 

2.2 

2.1 

2.0 

1.1 

2/12.2 

1958-59 

.5 

.5 

.7 

1.1 

1.5 

1.3 

1.7 

1.9 

2.9 

2.1 

i.b 

1.1 

2/15.4 

1959-60 

.k 

.3 

.5 

(c)  All  heavy -breed  turkeys 

1953-5^^ 

3/ 

3/ 

.1 

.3 

1.2 

3A 

9.1+ 

13.9 

13.4 

7.7 

1.4 

0.1 

48.5 

195^^-55 

3/ 

.1 

.2 

.5 

1.2 

2.7 

7.8 

12.8 

14.8 

9.0 

2.1 

.3 

48.8 

1955-56 

.1 

.2 

.1+ 

1.0 

2.0 

U.9 

11.4 

16.3 

17.2 

11.0 

3.1 

.7 

63.1 

1956-57 

.3 

.8 

2.0 

3.3 

5.8 

12.1 

17.2 

17.6 

11.0 

2.9 

.7 

67.9 

1957-58 

.3 

.7 

1.5 

2.5 

k.6 

10.9 

15.8 

17.2 

11.9 

4.5 

.9 

2/66.1 

1958-59  . 

.5 

.7 

1.1 

1.7 

2,U 

h.6 

n.o 

15.9 

17.7 

11.5 

4.2 

1.1 

2/66.4 

1959-60  : 

.8 

1.0 

1.5 

(d)  Light-feathered  heavy-breed  turkeys 

1955-56  : 

v 

V 

.9 

1.2 

1-9 

3.0 

3.7 

2.8 

1.6 

.7 

15.8 

1956-57 

.3 

.9 

1.1 

1.1 

1.6 

2.5 

3.3 

2.6 

1-3 

.6 

l4.9 

1957-58 

.3 

.3 

.5 

•7 

.8 

.9 

1.3 

2.2 

3.0 

2.4 

1.6 

.8 

2/13-9 

1958-59 

.5 

.6 

.8 

1.1 

1.2 

1.1 

1.9 

2.8 

3.9 

3.1 

2.1 

1.0 

2/18.6 

1959-60  . 

.8 

.8 

1.2 

1.2 

(e)  Other  heavy -breed  turkeys 

1955-56 

V 

1.1 

3.8 

9.5 

13.3 

13.5 

8.2 

1.5 

3/ 

47.4 

1956-57 

.2 

1.1 

2.2 

h.7 

10.4 

IU.7 

8.4 

1.6 

0.1 

52.9 

1957-58 

.1 

.2 

.8 

1.7 

3.7 

9.6 

13.5 

14.1 

9.5 

2.9 

.1 

2/52.2 

1958-59 

.1 

.3 

.6 

1.2 

3.5 

9.1 

13.1 

13.7 

8.5 

2.1 

.1 

^47.8 

1959-60  . 

2/ 

.1 

.If 

.9 

1/  In  calendar  year  beginning  January. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Less  than  O.05  million. 

4/  Reported  series  began  January  1956. 
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Table  20. — Turkey  breeders:    Testings,  intentions,  January  1  numbers,  and  subsequent 
niimbers  of  turkeys  raised;  available  data,  by  breed  types,  19^5  to  date 


Year 

Turkeys 
under 

tested 
NPIP 

:                     :      Breeders  on  : 
:                     :     farms,  Jan.  1  : 

X.  Q.  _L  0  V_ 

12  months  : 
ending,  : 
July  1  : 

6  months 
ending 
Jan.  1 

uxt;cu.t:rD ,   ,  AS  re~ 

Jan.  1    \i  irt-t-^y^ 
.  ^°^>--        -L/  .ported 

:As  percent: 
:  of  pre-  : 

:vious  year; 

poruea.  . 

Per 
Jan.  1 
breeder 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet .             Mil . 

Pet. 

Mil. 

No. 

(a)    All  turkeys 

19^5 

•  4.5 

107 

42.9 

9-5 

1946 

4.8 

107 

40.1 

8.3 

19^7 

3.8 

78 

34.0 

9.0 

19^8 

2.5 

67 

31-5 

12.4 

19i+9 

3.1 

124 

41.3 

13-1 

1950 

3-3 

104 

44.4 

13.6 

1951 

3.2 

98 

53-3 

16.6 

1952 

3-7 

115 

62.3 

16.9 

2  7 

2.1 

3-2 

86 

59-8 

18.9 

195^ 

3.0 

2.2 

3.1 

98 

67.7 

21.9 

1955 

2.9 

2.2 

,  3.0 

97 

65.6 

21.8 

1956 

3.1 

2.3 

112  3-2 

107 

76.7 

23-8 

1957 

3.8 

2.8 

114         .  3.7 

114 

81.2 

22.1 

1958 

3.5 

2.7 

95  3-^ 

93 

78.3 

25.0 

1959  : 

4  .0 

111  3.7 

107 

81,9 

22.4 

1960 

96 

(b)    Heavy -breed  turkeys  ) 

1950 

2/39-1 

1951 

2/42.1 

1952 

2/44.3 

1953 

2.  ^ 

1.8 

43.4 

195i+ 

2.2 

1.7 

2.4 

91 

48.5 

19.9 

1955 

2.4 

1.8 

2.5 

102 

48.8 

19.7 

1956 

2.7 

2.0 

113  2.8 

112 

63.1 

22.7 

1957 

3.3 

2.5 

116  3-2 

115 

67.8 

21.2 

1958 

3.0 

2.3 

96  3-0 

93 

65.1 

22.3 

1959 

3.4 

107               3. 1 

103 

66.4 

21  .7 

1960 

98 

(c)    Light-breed  turkeys 

1950 

2/5-3 

1951 

2/11.2 

1952 

2/ lo.l 

1953 

:  0.5 

0.3 

3/ 

~  16.4 

1954 

.8 

.5 

.  0.7 

l40 

19.2  . 

29-2 

1955 

:  .6 

X 

•5 

81 

16.8 

31-5 

1956 

:  .5 

.3 

107  .5 

86 

13.6 

29-9 

1957 

:  .5 

.3 

97  -5 

105 

13.3 

26.0 

1958 

:  .5 

.4 

87  .4 

94 

12.2 

27,  2 

1959 

:  .6 

138  .6 

134 

15.4 

2  5,7 

1960 

84 

1/  Intentions  as  of  preceding  October,  percent  of  preceding  year,  2/  De- 
rived,    3/  Data  not  comparable  with  later  years. 
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Table  21. — Turkeys  raised  and  related  data;  available  data.  United  States  1930  to  date 


Absolute  numbers 

Change  from  preceding  year 

Number 

Percent 

Turkeys 
raised 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 

1/ 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms, 
Jan.  1 

Turkeys 
raised 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 

1/ 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms , 
Jan.  1 

2/ 

Turkeys 
raised 

2/ 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 
1/ 

Farmers ' 
inten- 
tions 

to  raise 
turkeys 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms , 
Jan.  1 
2/ 

Millions    Pounds      Millions    Millions    Pounds      Millions    Percent      Percent      Percent  Percent 


a. 

All  turkeys 

1930 

17 

11.2 

-1 

-1.9 

-6 

-15 

1931  : 

18 

10.7 

1 

-0.5 

5 

-1+ 

1932  : 

22 

lh.6 

k 

3.9 

22 

36 

1933  : 

23 

11.7 

1 

-2.9 

-20 

193*+  : 

22 

0.0 

-2 

-3-7 

-7 

-32 

1935  : 

21 

7.6 

-1 

-.k 

-1+ 

-5 

1936  : 

28 

12.2 

7 

k.6 

34 

61 

1937  : 

26 

6.6 

3.5 

-2 

-5.6 

-8 

-46 

1938  : 

27 

10.7 

3.2 

1 

h.l 

-0.3 

1+ 

62 

6 

-7 

1939  : 

3^* 

12.5 

3.9 

7 

1.8 

.7 

25 

17 

27 

21 

19^^ 

3^^ 

9.'+ 

1+.6 

3/ 

-3-1 

.7 

1 

-25 

5 

18 

19^+1  : 

33 

9.U 

3.8 

-1 

0 

-.8 

-k 

0 

-3 

-16 

I9U2 

33 

10.1 

k.O 

3/ 

.7 

.1 

3/ 

7 

8 

3 

19i^3 

32 

12.  U 

3.9 

-1 

2.3 

-.1 

-2 

23 

12 

-2 

19^^+ 

35 

11.3 

k.2 

3 

-1.1 

.3 

10 

-9 

2 

8 

19'+5 

^3 

11.8 

'^.5 

8 

.5 

.3 

22 

k 

8 

7 

I9U6 

ho 

11.1 

U.8 

-3 

-.7 

.3 

-6 

-6 

-5 

7 

19^+7 

10.2 

3.8 

-6 

-•9 

-1.1 

-15 

-8 

-16 

-22 

I9W 

32 

7.7 

2.5 

-2 

-2.5 

-1.2 

-7 

-25 

-18 

-33 

1949 

1+1 

13.1 

3.1 

10 

.6 

31 

70 

25 

24 

1950 

kk 

10.2 

3-3 

3 

-2.9 

.1 

8 

-22 

1 

4 

1951 

53 

9.0 

3.2 

9 

-1.2 

.1 

20 

-12 

1 

-2 

1952 

62 

9.2 

3-7 

9 

.2 

.5 

17 

2 

11 

15 

1953 

60 

8.2 

3.2 

-3 

-1.0 

-.5 

-h 

-11 

-8 

-14 

195^^ 

68 

9.1 

3.1 

8 

.9 

-.1 

13 

11 

7 

-2 

1955 

66 

7-5 

3.0 

-2 

-1.6 

-.1 

-3 

-18 

-4 

-3 

1956 

77 

9.0 

3.2 

11 

1.5 

.2 

17 

20 

6 

7 

1957 

81 

7.5 

3.7 

k 

-1.5 

.k 

6 

-17 

10 

14 

1958  hi 

78 

7.0 

3A 

-3 

-.5 

-.3 

-1+ 

-7 

1 

-7 

1959  5/ 

82 

7.0 

3.7 

h 

0 

.2 

h 

0 

5 

7 

43 

49 
49 

63 

68 
66 
66 


16 
19 
17 
14 

13 
12 


2.7 
2.4 

2.5 
2.8 
3.2 
3.0 
3.1 


0.5 
.7 
.5 
.5 
.5 
.4 


b.  Heavy -breed  turkeys 
5/-1 

5  -.3 

3/  3/ 

14  .3 

5  .4 

-2  -.2 

3/  .1 

c.  Light -breed  turkeys 


5/-2 

3 
-2 

-3 
3/ 
-1 


.2 
-.1 
-.1 

3/ 
3/ 


5/-2 
12 
1 
29 

8 
-3 

3/ 

5/-9 
17 
-12 

-19 
-2 
-8 


-3 
6 
0 
14 
13 
3 
3 


-23 
9 

-11 
-16 

-3 
-11 


-9 
2 
12 
15 
-8 

3 


40 

-19 
-14 

5 

-6 


1950  try :    15  ^  2   .2     . .  26   16  34 

1/  Weighted  average  of  monthly  ratios  as  foiiows:    iyju-44,  preceding  October,  i;  preceding  November, 
4;  preceding  December,  4;  January,  1.    1945  to  date,  preceding  October,  2;  preceding  November,  4;  preced- 
ing December,  3;  January  1.    2/  Computed  from  unrounded  data.    3/  Change  smaller  than  0.5. 
4/  Preliminary.    5/  Derived. 
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Table  22. — Turkeys:     Storage  stocks monthly.  United  States,  1950  to  date, 
and  weekly,  35  cities,  February  1959  to  date 


Year 

\  Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov . 

.  Dec . 

:  Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil 

Mil 

Mil 

:  lb . 

lb  . 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb . 

lb . 

lb . 

(a)  First -of -month. 

United  States 

1950 

•  127 

138 

129 

113 

93 

77 

^7 

37 

11 

108 

1Q51 

:  110 

117 

101 

80 

60 

li6 

39 

30 

25 

8^ 

1  OQ 

1Q52 

■  107 

116 

107 

93 

72 

63 

56 

he 

hh 

71 

1 U? 

.     -L'v  [ 

iH^ 

118 

92 

72 

60 

53 

U6 

1  Of^ 

195^1 

:  122 

125 

109 

97 

79 

69 

57 

^^8 

51 

78 

\h\ 

hhl 

1955 

•  121 

12^ 

111 

93 

71 

60 

52 

1^5 

U8 

77 

129 

1956 

:  95 

96 

83 

Q\ 

^9 

h\ 

36 

36 

53 

98 

y^ 

197 
-^y  1 

IQ'-i- 

1957 

•  162 

170 

150 

137 

109 

98 

92 

90 

102 

IH9 

214-1 

220 

1958 

177 

179 

15^^ 

131 

105 

8U 

80 

79 

104 

161 

255 

208 

1959 

162 

160 

lUl 

112 

87 

67 

65 

67 

87 

13)+ 

220 

182 

i960 

151 

(b)  Weekly, 

35  cities 

Weeks  1/ 

i960 

1959 

a 

First 

71 

78 

70 

58 

^5 

33 

31 

3^- 

^^3 

63 

108 

90 

Second  ; 

76 

69 

55 

1|2 

33 

31 

35 

\G 

71 

112 

91 

Third  : 

73 

65 

51 

39 

33 

32 

37 

50 

80 

98 

85 

Fourth  : 

72 

60 

\^ 

36 

32 

33 

39 

56 

88 

81^- 

72 

Fifth  : 

3^ 

hi 

98 

1/  Holdings  on  successive  Saturdays  of  each  month. 
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Item 

Features  2/ 

Issue 
Number  3/ 

Canadian  Program 

.  Canadian  Egg  Price  Program  Shifts  to  Deficiency  Payments  (D) 

203 

Credit 

:  Broiler  Production  Increase  Slowed:  Tightened  Margins 
Limit  Credit  (d) 

204 

Turkey:    Size  of  Crop  to  Reflect  Availability  of  Financing  (d) 

:  20i+ 

Demand 

:  Demand  Factors  Bearing  upon  Annual  Poultry  Product  Prices, 
Per  Capita  Disappearance  and  Retail  Prices  (t) 

:  20^4- 

Distribution 
of  Eggs 

.  Supply  and  Distribution  of  Eggs  (t)  (c) 

202 

Feed 

Transportation 

Com  for  Southeastern  Broilers  Via  the  V/aterways  (D)  (c) 

200 

Fowl  Prices 

Fowl  Prices  Influenced  by  Levels  for  Broilers  (d) 

:  20i+ 

Hatcheries 

Hatcheries;  Number  and  Capacity  (t) 

:  201 

Fewer  Hatcheries  Produce  More  Chicks  and  Poults  (D) 

:  201 

Ratio  of  Chick  Output  to  Hatchery  Capacity  by  Geographic 
Divisions  (t) 

201 

New  Broiler 
Auctions 

Broiler  Exchange  in  Georgia  (D) 
Additional  Broiler  Auctions  (d) 

200 
202 

Volume  of  Exchange  Sales  and  Total  Slaughter  in  Georgia  (d) 

200 

New  Jersey 
Egg  Farm 

Production,  Income,  Expense  and  Related  Items  for  a  Representa- 
tive Commercial  Family-operated  Poultry  Farm,  New  Jersey  (t) 

201 

Turkey  Stocks 

Turkeys:    Composition  of  Storage  Stocks  (t) 

201 

USDA  Programs 

USDA  Revises  Egg  Buying  Progran  (d) 

201 

Poultry  Inspection  Act  in  Effect  (d) 

199 

Government  Purchases  Broadened,  Frozen  Egg  Bought  in  June  (d) 

202 

Poultry  and  Eggs  in  the  School  Lunch  Program  (t)  (d) 

202 

Rfff?  Purohs-Ses  and  frOVPrnmeTit- a'^^^i  ^i",pd  P"rnp""rajns  (  T 1  * 

20ij- 

USDA  Purchases  of  Turkey,  by  Years  (t) 

20k 

USDA  Purchases  of  Eggs  and  Turkey  for  School  L\mches  and 
Other  Distribution  (t) 

202 

1/  Index  covering  1958  was  published  in  the  January-February  issue  of  1959- 
2/  Feature  appears  as  a  table  (t),  a  chart  (c)  or  a  discussion  (d). 

3/  Issues  for  1959:  199,  January-February;  200,  March-April;  201,  May-June;  202,  July -August; 
203,  September-October;  20^4-,  November-December. 
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